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“A love of reading is the biggest 

indicator of future academic success.” 
 
 
 

OECD (The Organisation for Economic  
Co-operation and Development) 

 



How many times 
have you read today? 



The Churchill School has chosen Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our systematic, synthetic phonics (SSP) 
programme to teach early reading and spelling.  

Phonics 



Phonics is making connections 
between the sounds of our spoken 
words and the letters that are used to 
write them down. 

So what is phonics? 

So if I say the 
phoneme ‘a’ children 
need to learn that we 

write it as the 
grapheme ‘a.’ Before 
they are ready for 

that stage it just looks 
like a squiggle! 



Blending Segmenting 

Once children have 
learnt to recognise 

and read each 
grapheme they can 

then put two or more 
sounds together to 
read real words. 

o n = on 

p a t = pat 

 
Segmenting is the 

reverse of blending. 
Once children can read 
simple words they will 
learn to segment the 
words into individual 

phonemes to help them 
to spell and write these 

words. 

If your child can hear the word 
‘bed’ they will learn to segment it 
so they can write it too. 

bed = b - e - d 



Terminology 

phoneme 

grapheme 

digraph 

trigraph 

split vowel digraph 

The smallest unit of sound that can be identified in 
words. We sometimes simply call this a ‘sound.’ 

A letter or group of letters used to represent a particular 
phoneme when writing. We sometimes call this ‘a sound 
written down.’ 

A grapheme using two letters to represent one phoneme. 
With children, we frequently reinforce it with the mantra 
‘two letters, one sound.’ 

A grapheme using three letters to represent one phoneme. 
With children, we frequently reinforce it with the mantra 
‘three letters, one sound.’ 

A digraph representing a vowel sound where its 
two letters are split by an intervening 
consonant (for example, ‘a_e’ in ‘take’). 



Teaching Order 

We usually teach four new sounds a week and have a 
review lesson on a Friday. You will get a list of the 
sounds that we are learning to have at home. This will 
help you with formation and pronunciation.  

Through Year R and Year 1 your child will learn 
the entire alphabetic code. We will teach the 
whole Little Wandle Programme until your child 
can read fluently. 

Embedding Learning 

As a school we use the Little Wandle resources to support the 
children’s growing phonic awareness. These are used during phonic 
lessons but are also displayed in classrooms in order to support the 
children in their independent reading and writing activities. 



Reading and Spelling 

In Year 1 children learn that there are graphemes that 
can have different sounds and sounds that can be made 
with different letters.  

 
ea 
 

each 
head 
break 

 

sh 
 

shell        chef 
 

special      caption  
 

mansion     passion 

 
Let’s not forget tricky words…. 



How do we teach 
reading? 

At The Churchill School we teach reading 
using two highly effective strategies. 

Shared Reading 
This is where the whole 
class enjoys reading a 

whole class text. This could 
be based on their English 
learning, topic learning or 
chosen for its relevance to 

the skills taught in a 
particular year group. 



The children read the same 
book three times in a week.  

 
 

Reading Practice Sessions 
These sessions take place 

three times a week and are 
led by a teacher or teaching 
assistant. These books are 
carefully matched to your 

child’s phonic 
understanding and reading 

skills. 
  

Your child will 
continue to bring 

home a reading book 
carefully matched to 
your child’s reading 
skills all the way 

through the school. 

 

This is to develop the 
children’s fluency. 

They will then bring the book 
home to practise with you. 

They will also bring home a 
high quality text to enjoy 
together with you. 



How do we know that the book 
is the right level for your child? 

As part of the Little Wandle 
Programme your child will 
be assessed by their 
teacher every six weeks. 

If they are not confident 
they will receive regular 
targeted support in class. 

How can you best support your 
child? 

 
The most 

important thing 
you can do is 
read with your 
child, at least 
once a day. 

 

Make the story 
sound as 

exciting as you 
can by 

changing your 
voice. 

Introduce 
new and 
exciting 

vocabulary. 

Find 
different 
words to 

use. 

Listen to your child read their 
phonics book. They should be 
able to read it on their own. 



Supporting your child with phonics 

It is really 
important that you 

pronounce the 
sounds correctly at 

home if you are 
supporting your 

child.  

You can refer to 
the Parents’ 

Section of the 
Little Wandle 

website to help 
you with 

pronounciation.  



“One of the greatest gifts adults can 
give is to read to children.”  

 
Carl Sagan 


