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Dear Parents / Carers ,

🌟🌟 Welcome to Our First OPAL Newsletter !  Welcome to Our First OPAL Newsletter ! 🌟🌟🌟 Welcome to Our First OPAL Newsletter ! 🌟

The Autumn term is flying by, and with only a few weeks left before Christmas, it
feels like the perfect time to share our very first OPAL Newsletter!

Term 1 already feels like a distant memory, but what an amazing start it was. We
enjoyed the last of the sunshine (and a few soggy days too!) as our OPAL Play

Project burst into life. The difference it has already made to the children’s playtimes
has been incredible to see.

This first OPAL newsletter is all about celebrating the fantastic progress we’ve made
so far. Inside, you’ll find highlights from our summer holiday developments and Term
1 achievements, along with an exciting look at the new play zones and improvements

we’ve been introducing throughout Term 2.

We’ll share a little about our OPAL Assemblies, introduce our Play Charter, explain the
Golden Welly Award, and celebrate the wonderful teams who help make play at

Churchill so joyful. You’ll also find simple ways you can continue supporting our OPAL
journey — there’s so much to show you, it’s almost a booklet!

We were also delighted to welcome Gráinne Pickles, our OPAL mentor, back into school
recently. She was amazed by our rapid progress, took lots of photos to share with
other schools, and left feeling incredibly excited about everything we have planned

next.

So, as we continue this amazing journey together — let’s keep making The Churchill
School a place where play shines bright.
Together, we are #TeamChurchill! 💛
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Tyre PlayTyre PlayTyre Play Duplo / LegoDuplo/ LegoDuplo / Lego

OPAL Achievements 2025 So Far...OPAL Achievements 2025 So Far...OPAL Achievements 2025 So Far...

Construction ZoneConstruction Zone  Construction Zone 

Field ActiveField Active
ZoneZone

Field Active
Zone Music AreaMusic AreaMusic Area

Small WorldSmall World
- Dinosaurs- Dinosaurs

Small World
- Dinosaurs

Small WorldSmall World
- Cars- Cars

Small World
- Cars

MugaMuga  
Sports ZoneSports Zone

Muga 
Sports Zone Mini Office ZoneMini Office ZoneMini Office Zone

Writing &Writing &
DrawingDrawing

Writing &
Drawing

Reading HutReading HutReading Hut Space HoppersSpace HoppersSpace Hoppers

SandpitSandpitSandpit Spinning TopsSpinning TopsSpinning Tops CampervanCampervanCampervan Mud Kitchend��

Market StallsMarket StallsMarket Stalls

Outdoor StageOutdoor StageOutdoor Stage

Water PlayWater PlayWater Play



In Term 2 we opened
our brand-new Den

Building Zone — and it’s
already proving to be a

huge favourite! This
space is all about

creativity, teamwork
and problem-solving as
children build, design
and imagine together.
We’ve already seen
some brilliant dens

taking shape, and we
can’t wait to see what

they create next!

We’re busy getting
our new Den Building
Zone ready, and it’s

one the children
specifically asked for
— now we’re making it

happen! We’re just
waiting on a few final
resources, but by the
end of the term it will
be up and running. We
can’t wait to see our

children digging,
building, and bringing
their ideas to life

through creative and
muddy fun!
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KS2 Role PlayKS2 Role Play
Dress UpDress Up

KS2 Role Play
Dress Up
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Our New Zones for Autumn Term 2Our New Zones for Autumn Term 2  Our New Zones for Autumn Term 2 

Chalk StationChalk StationChalk Station

As the saying goes... a picture can tell a thousand words, there is plenty of variety to help stimulate
play... However we are constantly looking out for the next zone or area we can improve or create.



Our upcoming zonesm�û

Our Play Charterm�û

At the start of every OPAL Assembly, 
we go over our Play Charter. 

Together, we talk about what it means to:
Be kind
Be inclusive
Be safe
Respect equipment
Be helpful
Have fun

It’s a great reminder of the values that
make our OPAL playtimes so enjoyable for

everyone!

It’s great to see the
children spend more

time with the younger
children and have taken

on the responsibility of a
role model, rather than
just playing with their

year group

Voices from the playground·Ù´���
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OPAL AssembliesOPAL AssembliesOPAL Assemblies

Our OPAL Assemblies are one of the best parts of the
week! It’s a special time to celebrate all the super play
happening across school. The children love seeing their
photos on the big screen – some even ask Mrs Weaver

if they’re going to be famous on TV!

During the assemblies, we chat about all the fun ways
we’ve been playing, share new ideas for improving our
playtimes, and talk about how to keep play safe and

exciting. 
Whenever we introduce new equipment or open a new

play zone, we share it in the assembly first so
everyone knows how to use it safely and can think

about the risks and benefits together.

It’s a special time to celebrate, share ideas, and make
our playtimes even better!

Play TeamPlay TeamPlay Team

OPAL allows the
children to be
more creative

and explore their
imagination.

'



Our upcoming zonesm�û

The Golden Welly Award�±�
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There’s more
equipment outside

now, more areas to play
in, more adults, and you

can go anywhere you
want.

Voices from the playground·Ù´���
PupilsPupilsPupils

I feel excited
to go outside

and play.

 I like playing with
my brother and
that you can go

anywhere you want.
I made a tank

and a boat out
of tyres; it was

great!

It was a bit boring
before, but now

it's so much more
fun.

I like making
mud cakes.

We get to spend
more time playing

outside

Our Golden Welly Award celebrates one amazing child each week
who shows they are brilliant at OPAL play! 🌟 

They’re nominated by a member of the Play Team for following
our Play Charter — showing kindness, being inclusive, staying
safe, respecting equipment, and being helpful. The lucky winner

gets to proudly display the Golden Welly trophy in their
classroom for a whole week before passing it on to the next

superstar!



Play RangersPlay RangersPlay Rangers

Our upcoming zonesm�û
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Play TeamPlay TeamPlay Team

Tidy TeamTidy TeamTidy Team

Our OPAL Play Team are the
superheroes of play! These amazing
Teaching Assistants support children
every day, helping everyone have
fun and stay safe across all the
play zones. You can spot them

easily — just look for their high-
viz vests! They’re always ready
with ideas, encouragement, and a
helping hand to make playtimes

great. 

OPAL TeamOPAL TeamOPAL TeamOur TeamsOur TeamsOur Teams
Our OPAL Team are the champions
behind all the fun on the playground!
They plan, manage, and champion
every part of OPAL play, and support
the Play Team in making sure
everything runs smoothly. From leading
the play curriculum to organising
engaging play experiences, they make
sure every child can enjoy creative,
active, and social play. Thanks to
them, playtimes are full of adventure,
laughter, and happy, busy children
every day!

Our Play Rangers are volunteer
pupils from Year 6 who help
make playtimes run smoothly! 

 They support children in following
our Play Charter rules, look after
equipment, and help make sure
everyone can enjoy safe, fun, and

exciting play.

Our Tidy Team are volunteer pupils
from Year 6 who love helping

keep our school looking great! 🌟

 They can grab litter pickers from
the Litter Station, help sweep

areas, or support the Play Team in
certain zones to give a little extra

help during playtimes.
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